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| want to say it is true that if
you don't have a family at first,
later on you will have a really
great family. Because | didn’t
have a family when | arrived at
the airport. And | live with my
CR for almost two weeks, than
they found me a family. | am not
sure if everyone else is as lucky
as | am, but | know that | am
living with a nice family. | have
7 members in my family, five
kids and two adults. They are
18, 15 and 4 year-old-girl, 11
and 2 year-old-boys. Sometime
it gets really noise, since so
many little children. But | have
to say they are a great family,
specially the 2 year-old-boy is
so cute™ Anyway | like where |
am living now.
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Hola, amigos! I've been here
for quite a while now. So many
interesting things happened
during this period of time. |
think the thing worth mentioning
the most is the Advance
composition/Multi-culture class
that | take in Mount Vernon
High School. We have a lot of
really unique projects. There’s
one called WSAME Anti-Racism
Training, which took place in
down town Seattle. We get to
meet such different people from
all over the world and share our
diverse perspectives and what
we can do to make this world a
better place to live. On the way
to Seattle, | saw a bus with the
“The Killers” poster on it, | was
so excited and took a picture
of it cause | am big fan of The
Killers!! “Jealousy turning saints
into the sea”!
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The turkey~ personally, | think

they taste just like chicken, not
much of a difference. | didn't
have a Thanksgiving dinner, but
| had a thanksgiving lunch. We

were joking about it that my host

mom and host grandma spent
the whole morning getting ready
for the big lunch, and we just
spent 15 to 20 minutes to finish
the meal. Ha ha!
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| totally feel like, | shouldn't
just eat, sit there and having fun

to pass my year, so | got a hard
time at first. Stays up late and
gets up early in the morning was
my daily schedule. By attending
gymnastics, | always start to

do my homework at 7 o'clock
every day. It just like I'm paying
something back cause | was so
lazy, and | never do homework
myself before. But here, | feel
like | spent three weeks only to
finish the homework | had last
10 years. Glad now, | totally
know what kind of things the
teachers want, what they need
and hope to see in my work, so
now my life is so easy.
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My host family is just a 60
year old woman, but | learned
lots of things from her! | really
love her! Since I've been here, |
can do lots of things by myself!
like..l can do my laundry, | can
cook, | can weed... | felt like |
am an adult already!

| join the choir in school, last
month | went to an audition for
"California Honor Choir" and |
got the highest score in school,
so | am in the honor choir
now! We are going to have a
concert!!!
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| want to say to those people
who show up in my American
year "thank you for being
here" especially my Japanese
brother. Here | got a wonderful
friend that | might not meet
them if | had not became a
exchange student. | learned a
lot from others. | learned how to
treat someone | didn't like and |
learned how to like people.

Huntington is a place |
would stay 5 months more.
My teacher wrote in the wall
behind his bed that - only 5
more months, you can do it."
isn't that funny? Here is just
like that. Nothing special, but
always has some little things
make you laugh.
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My host mom is a good person,
although, they don't have many
money but she does the best she
can, so our life is good. | have
two brother Ben and Zachary,
Ben play guitar very well, they
both love video game. We have
a good Christmas dinner, and
Christmas morning was a special
experience.
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Today was a special day for
us, because the kids my host
mom wants to adopted are going
to move in! Ceci has been really
nervous about their coming, but |
think she will do a good job. The
kids are foster kids, and they are
really cute, just too energetic
for me sometimes. But | feel
really happy that lots of people
here do lots of things to help the
community. My host mom, she
raises guide dog and she’s also
a foster mom.
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| appreciate everything |
received from you. Thank you
for caring about me, helping
me, guiding me, and teaching
me. | don’t know how to put
my thankfulness in words, but
| believe that you can feel that.
| feel so lucky to meet each of
you. Because of you, | have
more courage to face my future,
| have a various and wonderful
life. On Thanksgiving, | am
thankful for everyone who has
helped me in the past.
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How is everything going?
Does everyone lead a sweet
life? Who has trouble? Can | do
some help. | play football. But |
am easy to be knocked down.
That's okay. | can knock down
the guys who are stronger
than me. | think if I can kong
fu in movie, That's great. Now
i am collecting children’ books.
And my friends played a trick
on me. They said they read
PLAYBOQY as children's books
when they was children. It's
so funny. So | said your mom
showed you picture and read
article to you? | am trying to get
children's books. | got half box.
Haha!
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American education is much
different, we have small classes
and the teachers are patient
and willing to help. The school
is much shorter than Taiwan,
too. | need to get to school
at 9:00 and can go home at
1:50. On Friday | have only 2
classes from 9:00 to 11:00. The
times in the school including
one hour lunch time and one
hour study hall. | have a lot of
time study myself. It's really a
special experience and | like it
more than in Taiwan.

[((EFEE]

EHNETEREM  tZFT
BEHBERETE - thRHET !
HMEREIR - MEFth=(E=F
- TREJRE, o (BRZiEfREA

i RESTREREME
ERHFREE 0 RS MNEF
T - TEARTHE, -

ey HFERRLER - ABRMAZ
EENIREIEBAIR » FRLAMb
BREZZHENRS - RES
SbRE SHN - IRMRE
B HMANERDIENEE
1t - (BIRZEFBERE - email »

NEERE - BAIMBEARERERRE
BMBREIEN - BIEEE—(1E
IR - A\ BIERE Aok
HEZERimD o BHNEEHR
HELREMEETRHok » ZEIXH
BERD - RESXENHEE
HREBRFN—HERETSE
BB BEESHSENZ
SR - HEAZEBAYUSAETRE
HWIBTEEEEE - HERERE
BfF4l - HEDEEDEBEE
% ERESREENEREY
SI\BEANSERIEE -

B4E  Z58(F Sherry Lee
BEER  ltAlERE=
7E518 4 © Desert Ridge H.S.
HEEME : AZ TR

Sweet! My first Valentine's
Day in America! Though |
didn’t have a valentine~ still
feeling lots of “love” in the air!
Balloons, chocolates, roses,
bouquets, and tons of gifts filled
the school; everybody was all
excited and busying getting
together with their friends or
their sweet hearts » A ! | bought
a pile of “KitKats” for almost
anyone | know, and gave them
away in classes~ between
classes~ during lunch time~
after school, or even when |
went to the grocery store! |
enjoyed the feeling of making
people happy, and | can also
get some littlie gifts back from
them at the same time- “loves”
and chocolates the most, ha!
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| experienced lots of different
things. From the freshman
welcome dance to the home
coming dance, the family trip
to MHK and the field trip with
MTW to Lincoln Nebraska's
"Miss Saigon" show, they
were all fun and had become
my precious memories...
Sometimes, | really feel I'm the
luckiest person in the world,
and it's all because of ur help!
Thank u, AYUSA Taipei!
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There’s still 8 months waiting
for me to experience, | believe

| don’t know about. What will
happen next then? Well, wait
for my reports and u’ll find it
out! XD

! B35 Henry Chan

P AtENESE=

- Manhattan H.S. : Vista Ridge
T KS HREERRM DTX =M

L KRS LSS

BEHE  MMEZR Jason Lin
AEER  atRLERE—
EEIRS © Granger H.S.
FESEHIE © TX @M

Closed to Halloween,
worrying about the costume,
my host sister just dressed me
up like a girl, and told me to
wear that to school. Thinking
about that might be pretty cool
and also everyone probably
will dress up very crazy, so
that day, | just wore like a girl
to school. Which was frigging
horrible, | will not do that again.
Not a chance, it will not happen
again!
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My host family, they are
super nice!! They love to
watch football game!! They are
super "OU" fans!! "Oklahoma
University”!! They took me
to watch the football game
which was OU vs Texas!!

The stadium is huge!! Half is
red(OU) and the other side is
"ugly orange" (Texas). Even
though | have no idea about
football but it was fun to watch
people "screaming"!! That's
really cool!! Football is part of
their lives.
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| am doing pretty well here,
after 2 months my Japanese
already start to get okay, which
let me made a lot more friends.

My school is really new, we
have only 1st grade, and the
school is different from other
schools. It's not really Japanese
style, Theres only four periods a
day, and 90 minutes a preiods.
We have a homeroom, but don't
really stay in our homeroom.
We need to switch from one
to another, just like the school
in America. So not really got a
problem with getting used to it.

All the japanese students are
kinda shy at the first, which
makes it hard for exchange
students to gets friends when
their Japanese is not good yet,
but once you makes friends,
they will be really nice to you,
but need to try really hard
though. As long as you are
friendly, every body will be
friendly to you.

The host family are really nice,
but they are not the biggest part
of Japanese exchange life, |
usually go home at 8 oclock, and
after shower and dinner, they
goes to sleep, coz everybody
are tired from a busy day. Being
polite to them, they will treat you
as good as possible. They are
a little bit stricter than American
host family, just need to get
used to it.



